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This presentation aims to shed light on the history of a largely forgotten Jewish political movement: Jewish 
Territorialism. It also demonstrates how the history of twentieth century Jewish politics is not confined to the 
realm of Jewish studies, but tells us something about larger geopolitical trends, especially in the immediate 
post-1945 period. 
Starting with the so-called Uganda Contro-
versy of 1905, the Jewish territorialists 
searched for areas outside Palestine in 
which to create settlements of Jews. They 
recognised an imminent threat to Central 
and Eastern European Jewry, consisting of 
both the physically violent treatment of 
Jewish individuals, and the damage or out-
right destruction of Jewish tradition and cul-
ture that this violence might in due course 
entail. The Territorialists believed that only 
concentrated Jewish settlement outside 
Europe could solve the Jewish plight. Fol-
lowing the disbandment of Israel Zangwill’s 
Jewish Territorial Organisation (ITO) in 
1925, the movement was reinstated in 
1933 as the Freeland League for Jewish 
Territorial Colonization. 
During the period under consideration, Zionism played an important role in the field of Jewish politics, but it 
was certainly not the only player. Studying the history of Territorialism thus helps to expand our under-
standing of Jewish political history, as the movement forms part of a broader Jewish political and cultural 
narrative during the first half of the twentieth century. After providing a general overview of the movement’s 
history, this presentation will show how this history’s relevance also reaches beyond a specifically Jewish 
historical analytical framework. Territorialist thought and discourse reflected more general contemporary 
geopolitical trends and practices connected to international policymakers’ (post-)colonial approach to peo-
plehood, territory and space before, but also directly following the Second World War.  
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