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THOMAS CHOPARD 
IMAGES AND VOICES FROM THE 1941 LVIV POGROM



Of the around one hundred pogroms of the summer of 1941, the Lviv pogrom is 
probably the most pictured. This talk intends to use the various photographs of this 
moment as an entry point to analyse anti-Jewish violence in Western Ukraine on the 
early days of the German invasion of the Soviet Union. While historians’ debates 
usually revolve around the question of the political responsibility of the different 
actors at stake (German army, Einsatzgruppen, Ukrainian nationalists and militia, 
etc.), these photographs offer the rare opportunity to shift our gaze to the streets of 
the multi-ethnic city of Lviv, which was turned upside down by anti-Jewish violence. 

What role did the armed forces that captured the city play in the propagation 
and radicalisation of the crowd?  How do you turn neighbours into perpetrators or 
accomplices of anti-Jewish violence? By confronting the pictures with the testimonies 
of victims and witnesses, this presentation will also consider closely the reaction, 
engagement, and evolution of the crowd in the images. By approaching these events 
of June-July 1941 through photographs, this talk also intends to advocate for a 
comprehensive reading of pictures to offer a better comprehension of the Holocaust.

Thomas Chopard is an assistant professor at the School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences 
(EHESS) in Paris and currently a visiting researcher at the Institute for International Studies at 
Prague University. His research broadly deals with the history of Ukraine and the history of anti-
Jewish violence and Jewish migration in Central-Eastern Europe. 
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