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In the immediate postwar period the German language was commonly depicted as
‘the language of the murderers, a tainted language that carries the memory of the
Nazi period and the Holocaust. In Isracl, this label was frequently employed in order
to defend a boycott of the German language. This lecture will explore how the post-
war idea of German as a forbidden language drew on centuries-long debates over the
significant power of German in modern Jewish culture and over the dangers that it
poses to Jewish life. The lecture will pay close attention to the 1961 Eichmann Trial,
an event that revealed the profound and ambivalent place of German in Jewish his-
torical memory.

Marc Volovici is a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow at Birkbeck College’s history department and
the Birkbeck Institute for the Study of Antisemitism, University of London. He holds a PhD from
Pririceton University, and is the author of German as a Jewish Problem: The Language Politics of Jew-
ish Nationalism (Stanford University Press, 2020). Marc served as an academic advisor and co-edited
the exhibition catalogue for the award-winning exhibition Jews, Money, Myth developed in collabo-
ration with the Jewish Museum London, which ran at the Museum in 2019.
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Fiir cine Teilnahme vor Ort bitten wir um Anmeldung bis 13. Oktober 2021, 12:00 Uhr unter anmeldung@vwi.ac.at.
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