
Book Presentations

Using hitherto unpublished sources, Judith Szapor’s book offers 
the first gendered history of the aftermath of the First World War 
in Hungary. Szapor argues that illiberal ideas on family and gen-
der roles, tied to the nation’s regeneration and tightly woven into 
the fabric of the interwar period’s right-wing, extreme nationalis-
tic ideology, contributed to the success of Miklós Horthy’s regime. 
Furthermore, the book looks at the long shadow that anti-liberal, 
nationalist notions of gender and family cast on Hungarian soci-
ety and provides an explanation for their persistent appeal in the 
post-Communist era. 
Ádám’s book traces the role of Budapest building managers dur-
ing the Holocaust. It analyses the actions of a group of ordinary 
citizens in a much longer timeframe than Holocaust scholars usu-
ally do: Instead of presenting a snapshot from 1944, it shows that 
the building managers’ wartime acts were influenced and shaped 
by their long-term social aspiration for greater recognition and 
their economic expectations. 
A cooperation between the Balassi Institute – Collegium Hungari-
cum Wien and Vienna Wiesenthal Institute for Holocaust Studies 
(VWI).

Time: 	 WEDNESDAY, 23 May 2018, 7:00 pm
Place: 	 Balassi Institute – 
		C ollegium Hungaricum Wien 

1020 WIEN, HOLLANDSTRASSE 4

Judith Szapor
Hungarian Women’s Activism in the Wake of 
the First World War. From Rights to Revanche 
London/Oxford/New York/Sydney and Delhi: Bloomsbury 2018 
&

István Pál Ádám
Budapest Building Managers and 
the Holocaust in Hungary
New York: Palgrave Macmillan 2016
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